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The South African Sports Commission (SASC) as the co-ordinating authority for sport
and recreation in South Africa is responsible for both increasing participation in sport
and physical recreation and assisting with the improvement of the standard of sports
performance.

In order to execute its responsibilities, the SASC works in partnership with the
Ministry of Sport and Recreation, Sport and Recreation SA (SRSA), multi-sport
organisations, and with national federations by providing advice and assistance to
help promote a wide range of approved activities while simultaneously rationalising
and improving sport management in South Africa.

With the merger of the National Sports Council and the previous Department of Sport
and Recreation in October 1999 to form the SASC, it was deemed necessary to re-
evaluate and determine clear guidelines and criteria to provide the necessary
framework for determining the SASC's and government’s involvement in the bidding
and hosting of major international events. It also provides the SASC with clear and
transparent criteria with which to make informed decisions as to the feasibility of
supporting and assisting the bidding and hosting of a particular international sport
event.

With South Africa steadily becoming a very attractive destination for staging major
international events, one can safely assume that more major international events will
be staged in the country. The bidding and hosting of events, thus committing the
SASC and Government to assist both financially and in terms of logistical and other
areas of support, need to take place within the parameters of a national policy
framework.
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There is a crucial need for a policy that will ensure that the SASC and government are
well informed of the magnitude and impact of the event. It is only when we have a
policy in place that guarantees that every possible measure has been taken to ensure
the success of the event, that we will be able to deliver on our primary functions.

In line with the draft national strategy for bidding for and hosting of major
international events produced in April 2003 by Sport and Recreation SA, the following
are criteria that both the SASC and SRSA will consider in approving a bid to host an
international event:

1. Legacy: All events must demonstrate a post-bidding and post-event legacy for
sport, regional and national development.

2. No financial deficit or shortfall from the bidding and/or hosting process.

3. Sound administrative and financial management, including a detailed business
plan.

4. Feasibility study on the cost benefits, including economic impact.

5. Partnerships including all levels of government, tourism and the hospitality
industry, private sector, security, etc.

6. Community and organizational support from the host locality including Council
and Executive Committee approval.

7. Environmental impact study.

8. Zero tolerance of corruption and observance of good corporate governance.

National Federations must adhere to the procedures strictly and must submit their
applications to the offices of the South African Sports Commission. This procedure is
also applicable to cities that bid to International Federations’ (IF's)/ World Bodies for
Grand Prix or other major international events.
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