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Newsletter 1  
20 April 2009  
 
Message from Wheelchair Basketball SA 
 
Welcome back from a long layoff coming off a maddening year where we saw the Sasol Ama -Wheeler Boys seeded 
9th in the world rankings and the U23’s taking the Junior African Championship title and qualifying for the IWBF Junior 
World Cup. 
 
The Womens league was won by the Freestate Mucpp Club over the University of Johannesburg and the SuperSport 
Series finally saw the 4 times series champion Altech Autopage Bladerunners toppled by the Visa Wings. 
 
The 2008 Vodacom National Championships resulted in the Womens & U22 Conference Games being won by the 
Central Conference (Freestate & North West) over old rivals Northern Conference (Gauteng) and the U18 
Championship Girls title was taken by Gauteng over the Western Cape and the Western Cape Boys snatched gold  
over the Eastern Cape. 
 
B Ball is alive and bouncing and 2009 will be no ex ception!   
 
2009 started out with 4 months of High Performance Camps for the U23’s, Seniors and Women national teams where 
they began their preparation for a demanding year where the SA U23’s will be make a first time appearance at the 
IWBF Junior World Cup in Paris this July. 
 
The Sasol National team prepares for the IWBF African Championship and World Cup Qualifier later this year in 
October and our National Women’s team gets Africa’s nod to represent the continent in Guatemala in June in hope for 
a qualification at the World Cup.   
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The Sasol National team started their preparation c ampaign by touring Germany & Belgium in 
March. A new look team with 5 replacements, started their rebuild unsuccessfully falling to Germany, Italy and 
Belgium in the 5 Nation tour. Coaching Staff under Coach Viv Sierra needs to go back to the drawing board where 
shooting stats proved to be the teams disappointing downfall. 
 
German Tour   
SA vs Germany 38 - 79 
SA vs Germany 39 - 57 
SA vs Germany 45 - 80 
SA vs Berlin 77 - 45 
   
Belgium Tour   
SA vs Switzerland 66 - 54 
SA vs Italy 53 - 65 
SA vs Germany 56 - 61 
SA vs Belgium 56 - 62 
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Zimbabwe tours SA from April 29 to May 3 and takes on the SA U23’s & Sasol National team at 
Mandeville. In a further preparation bid to iron out concerns before the SA U23 team embarks on their tour of 
France, Zimbabwe also in preparation for the IWBF African Championships will play against the Sasol SA Team and 
the U23’s in a 6 game tour.  

                                   Schedule 
30 Apr 15:00  U23 vs Zimbabwe   

     
01-May 9:30 Zimbabwe vs Sasol SA    

  15:00 U23 vs Zimbabwe   
        

02-May 9:30 Sasol SA vs Zimbabwe   
  15:00 Zimbabwe vs U23    
        

03-May 9:00 U23 vs Zimbabwe   
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The U23 Conference games will take place in Bloemfontein from the 12 to 16 June and the Senior National 
Champions in Port Elizabeth from the 20 to 24 October 2009.  
 
The Vodacom Cup will be brought to you live courtesy of SuperSport on the 31 October at 19:30 right here at the 
home of Wheelchair Basketball SA, the Vodacom Mandeville Indoor stadium. 

�
 
The 2009 SuperSport Wheelchair Basketball Series ta ps off on the 9 May with 
a bumper 4 game special featuring the top 8 franchi sed teams in SA. 
 
New comers Freestate based ADCO Wildcats, replaces the encumbered Harmony Rangers winning 
the Relegation playoff against the Wizards & Buffalos in September last year to claim a place in the 

top 8 with Champions Visa Wings, runner up Altech Autopage Bladerunners, Bronze winners AngloGold Ashanti 
Lions, the Discovery Eagles, Gestetner Pumas, DHL Flyers and Transnet Rail Engineering Saints.  
 

9 May 2009 - SuperSport Opening 
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Bring your families, friends and colleagues to the most exciting sport on 6 wheels. Come 
watch the Wheelchair Warriors clash for the prestig ious SuperSport Championship title.   

 
It’s not just a game it’s a way of life! 

 

Round 1 SuperSeries Round Robin 
5 10-May 09h00 Sun 1 Flyers vs Saints Mandeville 

6 TV Day 11h00 Sun 1 Eagles vs Wings Mandeville 
7   13h00 Sun 1 Pumas vs Wildcats Mandeville 
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    Upcoming Fixtures  

25 to 27 Apr CAMP NATIONAL WOMEN Pretoria 

29 to 3 May TOUR ZIMBABWE TOUR OF SA  Mandeville 

Round 1 SuperSeries Round Robin 
No. Date Time Day Round  Game Venue 

1 09-May 09h00 Sat 1  Saints vs Wildcats Mandeville 

2 TV Day 11h00 Sat 1 Pumas vs Flyers Mandeville 

3   13h00 Sat 1 Lions vs Eagles Mandeville 

4   15h00 Sat 1 Wings vs Blades Mandeville 

  
5 10-May 09h00 Sun 1 Flyers vs Saints Mandeville 
6 TV Day 11h00 Sun 1 Eagles vs Wings Mandeville 

7   13h00 Sun 1 Pumas vs Wildcats Mandeville 
  

8 16-May 09h00 Sat 1 Flyers vs Wildcats Mandeville 

9   11h00 Sat 1 Lions vs Blades Mandeville 
10   13h00 Sat 1 Saints vs Wings Mandeville 

11   15h00 Sat 1 Eagles vs Pumas  Mandeville 
  

12 17-May 09h00 Sun 1 Wings vs Flyers Mandeville 
13   11h00 Sun 1 Wildcats vs Blades Mandeville 

14   13h00 Sun 1 Lions vs Saints Mandeville 
  

20 to 24 May CAMP NATIONAL MEN & WOMEN Mandeville 
  

15 30-May 11h00 Sat 1 Eagles vs Blades Mandeville 

16 TV Day 13h00 Sat 1 Wings vs Lions Mandeville 
17   15h00 Sat 1 Saints vs Pumas Mandeville 

  
18 31-May 09h00 Sun 1 Pumas vs Wings Mandeville 

19   11h00 Sun 1 Saints vs Eagles Mandeville 
20   13h00 Sun 1 Lions vs Wildcats Mandeville 

21   15h00 Sun 1 Blades vs Flyers Mandeville 

  
              

22 06-Jun 09h00 Sat 1 Wildcats vs Wings Mandeville 
23 TV Day 11h00 Sat 1 Lions vs Pumas Mandeville 

24   13h00 Sat 1 Eagles vs Flyers Mandeville 
25   15h00 Sat 1 Blades vs Saints Mandeville 

              
26 07-Jun 09h00 Sun 1 Lions vs Flyers Mandeville 

27 TV Day 11h00 Sun 1 Wildcats vs Eagles Mandeville  
28   13h00 Sun 1 Pumas vs Blades Mandeville 

  

12 to 16 Jun COMP Vodacom U23 & Women Conference Games Bloemfontein  

12 to 16 Jun IWBF NATIONAL WOMEN WORLD QUALIFIER   GUATEMALA  

12 to 16 Jun CAMP NATIONAL MEN Mandeville 
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Technical Corner 

.  

   New rules - Extract from IWBF 2008 Rule’s & Regulations  
   The much awaited update on the controversial lifting & tilting rule has been now been laid to 

rest with the explanation of Art 31. 
�
This rule explains when the back wheels of a players chair can leave the playing surface and what makes the act 
legal or illegal 
 
Basic Definitions 
Tilting – Tilting is an action initiated by a player who, with one or two hands removed from the wheels, lifts one rear 
wheel and one front castor off the floor while shooting, defending, receiving or trying to intercept a pass, taking part in 
a tap-off or rebounding. Tilting is legal.  
 
33.2 Situation 1 : Player A4 tilts his chair legally as he attempts to shoot. As he releases the shot, he tilts too far and 
makes contact with D4. Ruling: Offensive foul charged to A4 who has left his cylinder and made contact in D4's 
cylinder.  
 
Lifting – Strapping has increasingly become an accepted feature of a player’s ‘equipment’ and lifting in consequence 
has become more difficult to detect. However, if in wheelchair basketball a player lifts both buttocks completely from 
his seat, a severe infraction of the rules occurs. Minimally, one part of the buttocks must have contact with the seat. 
 
Art 31 – Lifting & raising the rear wheels off the floor 
This rule gives clarity when the offensive or defensive player whilst both hands are not in contact with his wheels 
makes contact with his team mate and both wheels leave the playing surface to attempt to shoot, pass, intercept, 
block or rebound, 
 
31.2.1 Situation 1 : Player A4 in control of the ball, while both hands are removed from the wheels, contacts a team-
mate and his rear wheels come off the floor while attempting to shoot for a goal. Ruling: Technical foul charged to A4.  
 
31.2.1 Situation 2 : Player D4, while both hands are removed from the wheels, contacts a team-mate and his rear 
wheels come off the floor while attempting to rebound. Ruling: Technical foul charged to D4.  
 
31.2.1 Situation 3 : Player A4 in control of the ball, while both hands are removed from the wheels, contacts a team-
mate and his rear wheels come off the floor while attempting to pass the ball. Ruling: Technical foul charged to A4.  
 
31.2.1 Situation 4 : Player A4, while both hands are removed from the wheels, contacts a team-mate and his rear 
wheels come off the floor while attempting to secure a pass from a team-mate. Ruling: Technical foul charged to A4.  
 
31.2.1 Situation 5 : Player A4 contesting a tap-off at the beginning of the first period, raises the rear wheels off the 
floor while both hands are removed from the rear wheels. Ruling: Technical foul charged to A4.  
 
31.2.1 Situation 6: Player A4 jumps the wheelchair laterally, (e.g.) to separate from a block, while both hands are 
removed from the rear wheels. Ruling: Technical foul charged to A4.  
 
31.2.1 Situation 7 : Player D4, while both hands are removed from the wheels, contacts a team-mate and his rear 
wheels come off the floor while attempting to block a shot or a pass from an opponent. Ruling: Technical foul charged 
to D4.  
 
31.2.1 Comment: These actions are considered to be gaining an unfair advantage and shall be penalised by a 
“Technical Foul”. Comment: Raising the Rear Wheels off the Floor (while both hands are removed from the rear 
wheels) is not always a Technical Foul. See Art. 38.3.1 Situation 22B (d) 
 
38.3.1 Situation 22 B : 
 There are situations when both rear wheels rise off the floor and a technical foul shall not be the penalty.  
(a) The player with the ball, in a charge/block situation, where the official determines the contact to be incidental. 
Ruling: (a) No call.  
(b) Attempting to secure a pass from a teammate and incidental contact by his chair with an opponent occurs. This 
can happen with or without possession of the ball. Ruling:  (b) No call 
(c) Attempting to retrieve a loose ball from the floor by leaning forward. Ruling:  (c) Violation foot plating 
(d) A player in control of the ball contacts a teammate and the rear wheels come off the floor but he is not shooting for 
a goal; rebounding; passing the ball or attempting to block a shot or a pass from an opponent; attempting to secure a 
pass from a teammate. Ruling:  (d) No call



