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Wheelchair Basketball SuperSeries Hot’s up! 
 
It didn’t take long before we saw two ejections from the games as a result of poor player behaviour and 
a flood of complaints about the officiating. Yes folks we are truly in for a heated SuperSeries as the 
Gestetner Pumas stake their claim as log leaders and the Discovery Eagles failing dismally in 3 

encounters may just be relegated if they don’t get their act together because there is a new team in town. Hey 
welcome the Adco Wildcats under Coach Louw, whose young cubs are out to prove a point or two!  
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This is evident in that Team SA is representing WBSA and IWBF Africa in all of its gender codes. Not bad when you 
consider that 5 years ago we formed a company and embarked on changing the face of Wheelchair Basketball in SA 
and now proudly have representation with Juniors, Women & Seniors at World Level. 
 
Our National Womens Team is off to the America’s Cup in Guatemala in June in a bid to qualify for the 2010 World 
Womens Cup and the Amawheela Boys, Team SA U23, finalises their preparation after qualifying as IWBF African 
Champions last year to represent our continent at the IWBF Junior World Games in July in France. 
 
And Team Sasol SA begins their preparation to defend their African title and bid for the World Cup Qualifiers to be 
held in South Africa in October this year.  
 
A big congratulation’s to all our Athletes representing South Africa and a shout out to Loleta Krige (Classifier) & 
Charles Foster (Referee) who both received their International call ups for the IWBF Junior World Champs. 
Impressive! 
 
2009 SuperSeries weekend 16 & 17 May log results showed big movement and surprise losses by the more 
established Clubs as the tussle to claim the top 5 positions hot’s up. 
 

2009 SuperSport Wheelchair Basketball Series Log  

1st Round Log 

No SuperSport Clubs PLAY WON LOST FFT PTS FOR 
PT 
AG 

AV 
PPG 

% 
DIFF 

P
T
S 

Bo
nu
s 

Tot
al 

1 Gestetner Pumas 3 3 0 0 217 127 72 1.71 6 3 9 

2 Visa Wings 4 3 1 0 224 211 56 1.06 7 1 8 

3 AngloGold Ashanti 
Lions 

3 3 0 0 209 142 70 1.47 6 1 7 

4 Altech Autopage 
Bladerunners 3 2 1 0 197 167 66 1.18 5 2 7 

5 Adco Wildcats 4 2 2 0 216 239 54 0.90 6 1 7 
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6 Transnet Rail 
Engineering Saints 

4 1 3 0 160 232 40 0.69 5 0 5 

7 DHL Flyers 4 0 4 0 181 261 45 0.69 4 0 4 

8 Discovery Eagles 3 0 3 0 168 193 56 0.87 3 0 3 

 * Bonus point received when score is 65 points and above       
 
16 May 2009 
Game 8: 09:00        DHL Flyers vs ADCO Wildcats                             Level of the Game 7/10 
The DHL Flyers still not sure how to manipulate the bench rule came out with a mission and took the first quarters 11 
– 9 with the Wildcats fighting back to be 1pt behind the last years 6th placed team to finish the half at 22 – 23. The 
score changed hands again and the Flyers edged ahead by 1 in the 3rd quarter but a magnificent fight back from the 
young Wildcat team spearheaded by Ike Monte & Rakgetsing Molete to evened the score to take the game into 
overtime at 52pts a piece.    
 
Coach Louw settled his team and they devastated their opponents in the overtime by 10 – 2 points to take the game. 

 
 
 
Bonus point – 0 
 

Sasol Referees Evaluation:  
Charles Menete 85% Tony Gravito 82% Arnold Moseye 8 2% 
 
 
Game 9: 11:00 AngloGold Ashanti Lions vs Altech Aut opage Bladerunners  Level of the Game 7/10 
Missing Richard Nortje, the Blades were outplayed in all facets of the game and could not stop Lions Luvuyo Mbanda 
from scoring a valuable 24 points shooting at a 63% average. 
 
Its still early days and Blades have secured a Top 5 position and concern of relegation is of no consequence but take 
nothing away from the Lions clinic 62 – 49 win over the Blades.  

 
 
Bonus point - 0 

 
Stats Lions Blades 
Shooting 38.9% 29.9% 
Rebounds 44 56 
Offensive Assists 13 5 
Defensive Assists 0 0 
Blocks 1 1 
Steals 13 5 
Turnovers 27 32 
Fouls 22 13 
Productivity 49.5% 34% 
 
SuperSport Man of the Match: AngloGold Ashanti Lion s – Luvuyo Mbanda 3.5 classification 
Shooting 
24pts 

% shooting  
63.2%  

Rebounds 
 8 

Assists  
1 

Steals  
3 

Turnovers 
5 

Productivity 
18.5 of 49.5 % 

 
Sasol Referees Evaluation:  
Charles Saunders 93% Vilen Naicker 82% Andrew Schoe man 82% 
 
Game 10: 13:00 Discovery Eagles vs Gestetner Pumas  Level of the Game 7/10 
With Discovery Eagles Captain Marcus Retief, being disqualified 4 minutes into the 3rd quarter for foul mouthing the 
officials puts his team into a position by also having a mandatory suspension and will sit the next match out against 
the Blades.  
 
Well, matters only worsened when they were humiliated by the on form Gestetner Pumas much to the disappointment 
of a raucous Discovery fan club. Nothing much to report on the game except that if Pumas can remain in form, its 
going to be one hell of a final’s. Don’t miss the clash between the Pumas and the Blades on the 7 June. 

Teams 1 st Qtr 2 nd Qtr 3 rd Qtr 4 th Qtr O/Time Total 
DHL Flyers 11 12 18 11 2 54 
ADCO Wildcats 9 13 17 13 10 62 

Teams 1 st Qtr 2 nd Qtr 3 rd Qtr 4 th Qtr Total 
AngloGold Ashanti Lions 15 14 18 15 62 
Altech Autopage Bladerunners  8 16 9 16 49 
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Bonus point - 1 
 

 

Stats Eagles Pumas 
Shooting 27.3% 40.0% 
Rebounds 52 57 
Offensive Assists 9 13 
Defensive Assists 5 5 
Blocks 1 1 
Steals 8 10 
Turnovers 23 28 
Fouls 13 17 
Productivity 27% 62.5% 
 

SuperSport Man of the Match: Gestetner Pumas  – Dav id Curle 3.5 classification 
Shooting 
40pts 

% shooting  
51.9%  

Rebounds 
 12 

Assists  
6 

Steals  
4 

Turnovers 
5 

Productivity 
38 of 62.5 % 

 
Sasol Referees Evaluation:  
Stacy Gomm 95% Charles Foster 95% Pitso Ramalitsi 9 1% 
 
Game 11: 15:00 Transnet Rail Engineering Saints vs Visa Wings  Level of the Game 6/10 
Missing injured Coach Burrows, the Saints took on former 2008 SSWBS Champions the Visa Wings, in an encounter 
where the Wings were made to work hard for three quarters of the game. Again, Saints need to look at the off the 
bench rule and adapt their game accordingly as game history is showing severe collapse in the final quarter when the 
bench warmers are being used.  
 
Wings capitalized on the week bench players stealing 21 balls from the Saints to destroy them in the 4th quarter. 
Saints turned over 58 balls – guys you need to understand that with out the ball in hand you have no chance of 
winning! 

 
 
 
Bonus point – 0 
 

Stats Saints Wings 
Shooting 33.3% 36.5% 
Rebounds 45 50 
Offensive Assists 6 11 
Defensive Assists 4 6 
Blocks 0 1 
Steals 4 21 
Turnovers 58 20 
Fouls 18 19 
Productivity 22% 50.5% 
 
SuperSport Man of the Match: Visa Wings – Siphamand la Gumbi 3.0 classification 
Shooting 
29pts 

% shooting  
61.9%  

Rebounds 
4 

Assists  
4 

Steals  
8 

Turnovers 
6 

Productivity 
24.5 of 50.5 % 

 
Sasol Referees Evaluation:  
Nico Viviers 94% Adam Moroke 88% Clement Foster 88%  
 
 
17 May 2009 
Game 12: 09:00  Visa Wings vs DHL Flyers    Level o f the Game 7/10 
Wings Siphamandla Gumbi on excellent form again, destroyed the opposition with an impressive 30 points shooting at 
52.4% average. This however was soured by the complaints that came in from the Wings over the officiating of Nico 
Viviers where Gumbi was sanctioned with a Technical foul for illegally wearing incorrect coloured arm warmers and 
Mbhele sanctioned for lifting twice and claiming that Viviers had reached his sell by date as an official! 
 

Teams 1 st Qtr 2 nd Qtr 3 rd Qtr 4 th Qtr Total 
Discovery Eagles 12 12 10 16 50 
Gestetner Pumas 18 21 19 12 70 

Teams 1 st Qtr 2 nd Qtr 3 rd Qtr 4 th Qtr Total 
Transnet Rail Engineering Saints 6 8 18 3 35 
Visa Wings  12 14 14 21 61 
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Nevertheless, with a foul count 21 to 23 to the Flyers, the Wings took the game 66 – 49 after the Flyers were 28 – 25 
up at the half. Again Wings finished strongly in the final quarter destroying the Eastern Cape boys by 24 to 9 points to 
take home a bonus point.  

 
 
Bonus point - 1 

 
Stats Wings Flyers 
Shooting 40.6% 36.2% 
Rebounds 51 46 
Offensive Assists 18 15 
Defensive Assists 7 5 
Blocks 0 0 
Steals 5 4 
Turnovers 22 31 
Fouls 21 23 
Productivity 56.5% 6.5% 
 
SuperSport Man of the Match: Visa Wings – Siphamand la Gumbi  3.0 classification 
Shooting 
30pts 

% shooting  
52.4%  

Rebounds 
 6 

Assists  
9 

Steals  
2 

Turnovers 
9 

Productivity 
22 of 56.5 % 

 
Sasol Referees Evaluation:  
Nico Viviers 94% Pitso Ramalitsi 86% Stacy Gomm 90%  
 
 
Game 13: 11:00 Adco Wildcats vs Altech Autopage Bla derunners  Level of the Game 8/10 
The return of Blades big man Richard Nortje made a huge difference in the point margin scoring 33 of his teams 78 
points where experience played a big part in Blades win over the young Adco Wildcat team. Saying that, the young 
cubs registered the highest quarterly score of the season in the fourth quarter where they outscored the Blades 28 to 
19 points. 
 
The Wildcats struggled with careless fouling which cost them 23 free throws which ultimately turned the game 
 
But SS Clubs be aware; there is a new team on the block that will give you a run for your money. Both teams 
deservedly picking up a bonus point a piece. 
 
The game was protested on a classification concern over Blades player D Tsela which is still under current query. 

 
 
Bonus point - 1 
Bonus point - 1 

 
Stats Wildcats Blades 
Shooting 43.7% 45.2% 
Rebounds 41 54 
Offensive Assists 10 15 
Defensive Assists 0 0 
Blocks 3 0 
Steals 12 12 
Turnovers 29 21 
Fouls 9 23 
Productivity 40% 90.5% 
 
SuperSport man of the Match: Blades – Richard Nortj e 4.5 classification 
Shooting 
33pts 

% shooting  
50%  

Rebounds 
 24 

Assists  
5 

Steals  
4 

Turnovers 
5 

Productivity 
43 of 90.5 % 

 
Sasol Referees Evaluation:  
Andrew Schoeman 94% Charles Foster 97% Adam Moroke 90% 
 
 
 

Teams 1 st Qtr 2 nd Qtr 3 rd Qtr 4 th Qtr Total 
Visa Wings 13 12 12 24 66 
DHL Flyers 12 16 17 9 49 

Teams 1 st Qtr 2 nd Qtr 3 rd Qtr 4 th Qtr Total 
Adco Wildcats 15 12 12 28 67 
Altech Autopage Bladerunners 17 16 26 19 78 
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Game 14: 13:00 AngloGold Ashanti Lions vs Transnet Rail Engineering Saints Level of the Game 5/10 
A better disciplined game from the Lions after Coach Khumalo sits his first of two game suspensions saw the Lions 
clinically bring home a bonus point against a struggling Saints team whom had no answer to break the full court press 
forcing 43 turnovers from the Saints.  
 
Off form Saints star Ralph Williams did not perform his usual magic and the team did not attack the basket as 
reverently as their counterparts only converting 15 of 39 attempted shots. Well, if your team is only shooting at 38% 
then common logic tells me to put more shots up. Lions must be commended on their convincing win placing them 
comfortably in 3rd position on the log with 4 games still to come. 

  
 
Bonus point - 1 

 
Stats Lions Saints 
Shooting 44.2% 38.5% 
Rebounds 44 39 
Offensive Assists 17 7 
Defensive Assists 0 0 
Blocks 3 1 
Steals 30 7 
Turnovers 14 43 
Fouls 11 18 
Productivity 103% 3.5% 
 
SuperSport man of the Match: AngloGold Ashanti Lion s – Luvuyo Mbanda 3.5 classification 
Shooting 
21pts 

% shooting  
40.9%  

Rebounds 
 2 

Assists  
6 

Steals  
7 

Turnovers 
2 

Productivity 
22.5 of 103 % 

 
Sasol Referees Evaluation:  
Charles Menete 86% Tony Gravito 85% Clement Foster 85% 
 
     

Upcoming Fixtures  

Bring your families, friends and colleagues to the most exciting sport on 6 wheels. Come 
watch the Wheelchair Warriors clash for the prestig ious SuperSport Championship title.   

 
It’s not just a game it’s a way of life! 

 

Round 1 SuperSeries Round Robin 
No. Date Time Day Round  Game Venue 

  

20 to 24 May CAMP NATIONAL MEN, U23& WOMEN  Mandeville 
  

15 30-May 11h00 Sat 1 Eagles vs Blades Mandeville 

16 TV Day 13h00 Sat 1 Wings vs Lions Mandeville 
17   15h00 Sat 1 Saints vs Pumas Mandeville 

  
18 31-May 09h00 Sun 1 Pumas vs Wings Mandeville 

19   11h00 Sun 1 Saints vs Eagles Mandeville 
20   13h00 Sun 1 Lions vs Wildcats Mandeville 
21   15h00 Sun 1 Blades vs Flyers Mandeville 

  

22 06-Jun 09h00 Sat 1 Wildcats vs Wings Mandeville 
23 TV Day 11h00 Sat 1 Lions vs Pumas Mandeville 
24   13h00 Sat 1 Eagles vs Flyers Mandeville 

25   15h00 Sat 1 Blades vs Saints Mandeville 

Teams 1 st Qtr 2 nd Qtr 3 rd Qtr 4 th Qtr Total 
AngloGold Ashanti Lions 27 17 18 21 83 
Transnet Rail Engineering Saints 4 6 10 9 32 
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26 07-Jun 09h00 Sun 1 Lions vs Flyers Mandeville 

27 TV Day 11h00 Sun 1 Wildcats vs Eagles Mandeville  
28   13h00 Sun 1 Pumas vs Blades Mandeville 

  

12 to 16 Jun COMP Vodacom U23 & Women Conference Games Bloemfontein  

12 to 16 Jun IWBF NATIONAL WOMEN WORLD QUALIFIER   GUATEMALA  

12 to 16 Jun CAMP NATIONAL MEN Mandeville 
 

 

 
Technical Corner 

.  

    
Read the Game 
 
Today's article is based on reading the game of basketball, yet it can be easily adapted and modified by other team 
sports disciplines. Much of the ideas listed here are definitely not all my own but acquired from fellow seasoned 
international referees and also from printed sources. 
 
End-of-game fouling situations , at times especially in close games, present certain unique dilemmas for referees. It 
does not take much (and this is the hard part) to know very well that the team which is losing is fouling with the clear 
intent of stopping the clock and thus forcing the other team to shoot, and hopefully miss, the resultant free throws.  
 
But, the big question is, are the losers fouling in an un-sportsmanlike manner? 
 
If one had to listen blindly to the coaches and the supporters of the losing team, it would sound like the absolute 
majority of such end-of-game fouls should be ruled un-sportsmanlike. This is very easy to say, but yet much harder to 
do.  
 
The reality is, however, that if a winning-team dribbler gets his arm hit or smacked by a losing team player to stop the 
clock and you always call an un-sportsmanlike foul, you are in trouble.  
 
Those who believe in the true literal application of the rules might probably not accept this reasoning.  
 
The FIBA and also the NCAA rules read, "An unsportsmanlike foul is a personal foul that, on  the basis of 
observation of the act, is not a legitimate attempt  to directly play the ball or a player. ...Holding or pushing an 
opponent in order to stop the game clock, pushing a  player in the back to prevent a score, causing exc essive 
contact with an opponent while playing the ball, fo uling a player who is away from the ball and not di rectly 
involved with he play or contact with a player maki ng a throw-in."   
 
IWBF rulings simplify the wording and states “An Unsportsmanlike foul is a player contact foul wh ich in the 
opinion of the official is not a legitimate attempt  to directly play the ball within the spirit and in tent of the 
game” 
 
The words alter slightly between the federations named above, but the accepted philosophy is the same. 
 
When analyzing such rules, there are some little things a referee can do to make sure that such end-of-game fouling 
situations do not get out of hand. 
 
One option is to try to call the first foul. Most of the time, the player being fouled is the one with the ball. In these final 
instances of a game, the defenders are usually madly trying to get to that player. They will reach in and try to slap at 
the ball and/or the player.  
 
One should therefore try as much as possible to let go of the advantage/disadvantage principle and call the foul 
immediately, i.e. at the first hint of contact especially if it is not a legitimate attempt to directly play the ball within the 
spirit and intent of the game.  
 
If some may ask why this should be done, the answer is that basically because the initial and prompt whistle will stop 
the action and thereby prevent more and more subsequent unsportsmanlike fouling.  
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Experience has taught many that if the referee allows the first minor slap go without whistling, the defender is then 
going to foul harder next time since he was not sanctioned initially.  
 
This will lead to a spiral effect as the harder/tougher the foul, the more the referee will hear demands for, 
"unsportsmanlike!!" or the old-version (sic) of "intentional foul!" and the winning team players get also angrier and/or 
frustrated at the contact generated by the hard fouls.  
 
Though the referee might ignore that minor slap, say, in the middle of the second quarter, now is the time to get it right 
away. Referees should read the game enough so as not to make the defender push the offensive player aggressively 
off the court to get a whistle. 
 
It is also imperative for a referee to try as much as possible to talk to both teams. Usually the best moment to do so is 
when teams, especially abroad, are coming out from a time-out near the end of close games. This, it has been found, 
is a great time for the referee to talk to both teams. He should try to inform the team, preferably the captain, that is 
losing to try as much as possible to "play the ball & not the man," "don't commit a hard foul," and/or "make it look like 
a normal foul."  
 
In this way the losing team should know the referee is feeling the game and is looking to call the first foul and they do 
not have to do anything extreme to stop the clock.  
 
At the same time, the referee should also tell the winning team to expect to be fouled. The referee should remind 
them that the other team is (generally expected to, although this generalization, unfortunately and at times quite in an 
unsporting manner, loses its meaning sometimes in the Maltese game!) merely trying to stop the clock and not trying 
to hurt any player.  
 
The referee should thus assure the winning team that they will be protected. In such a circumstance, the winning team 
will know that the referee is aware that they are about to be fouled and thus they do not need to overreact to the 
contact and earn a foolish retaliatory foul.  
 
Having done all this, the referee will then have to, without thinking, call the hard foul unsportsmanlike. Violent contact 
must always be ruled unsportsmanlike.  
 
From experience, I advise fellow referees to look for two-handed pushes from behind and jersey grabs, especially on 
breakaway players. We need to see this flagrant contact and call it immediately as in the process we would be 
sending the clear message that this type of contact would not be tolerated. (This week I was forced to call an 
unsportsmanlike foul even though I am sure the player who committed the foul had no idea what he had done wrong.) 
The actions involved the offensive player after an unsuccessful rebound, fall out of his chair and grab his opponent 
(more than likely trying to stop himself from falling under the dispersing wheelchairs), nevertheless, his opponent tried 
to free himself but in annoyance literally pushed under the defensive player throwing his hands in the air whilst trying 
to win an offensive foul. This is a very dangerous move, often unnoticed by the spectators, which needs to be stopped 
immediately. 
 
Trouble starts and sometimes erupts into a fight, when referees ignore fouls with only seconds left in the game 
(hoping the horn sounds quickly to end the game). Yet, at these times, we have to have an acute feel of the game 
spirit and an experienced good referee will prefer to stop the game and maybe stay for a further few more minutes on 
the court then having to control a blow out at the end of the game or worse still facing calling the consequences of 
disqualifications, reports and disciplinary hearings. 
 
Call this type of action when it happens no matter what time is left on the clock. Consistency of action makes you a 
better referee. 
 
 

����������	���
��
�
������
��
��������
�����������	���
��
�
������
��
��������
�����������	���
��
�
������
��
��������
�����������	���
��
�
������
��
��������
�� ���
 
 
 

�����
��
��
�������
 �
���
��
��
��
�������
�

"##�$#$%&%$��������

  


